Epithelial tumors of the lacrimal glands: a clinicopathologic study.
We report the clinicopathologic features of epithelial tumors of the lacrimal gland apparatus, which are rare and therefore represent a major challenge for diagnosis and treatment. Histologic material from 22 lesions was studied by light microscopy, histochemistry, and immunohistochemistry. A comparison with major and minor salivary gland tumors was performed to analyze the relative distribution of these tumors and to establish whether salivary glands and lacrimal gland tumors are similar or different in their pathologic appearance and clinical behavior. There were three benign pleomorphic adenomas and 19 malignant tumors. The gender distribution was equal. The ages of the patients ranged from 10 to 73 years (mean age, 46 years). Among the malignant tumors, adenoid cystic carcinoma was the most common (nine cases), followed by mucoepidermoid carcinoma (three cases). There were two cases each of malignant mixed tumor and adenocarcinoma. All mucoepidermoid carcinomas and the adenocarcinomas were histologically high grade. There also was one case each of salivary duct carcinoma, spindle cell carcinoma, and oncocytic adenocarcinoma. Of 14 patients in whom clinical follow-up was available, seven had distant metastases and four died of their disease. The only case occurring in a child was an adenoid cystic carcinoma that recurred locally after 14 years. The clinical and pathologic features of lacrimal gland tumors resemble those lesions that arise in the intraoral minor salivary glands. The greater relative proportion of malignant cases in this series probably reflects a selection bias.